s MELLOW FELLOW
Newest soul singer on the block — Omar

Wilson — gets Stone for his hot new single
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Cree inoa while, an arti st a
rives on the scene That we jusi
can’'t get enough of! Omar
Wilsam 1= one of those artisis

You heard right! Wilson sings
what he ¢ |f| “Blues and
Ehythm.” Thiz invention is
meani to difTerentiate his ollen
gritty Iyries Mrom those of ciher
Hﬁl‘!-'tll'l!.,,Ll"\- Wl secim o hEve
foe goiten the second hall of
Ehvihim and Blwes,™ :||.'-:'-.'-||.||||;;
i this ot of this world singer

His album 150t even sched
wled for relesase until much Fater
thiz year, and already word has
il that the songs are so addie
tve that the producers couldn’t
stop playing them

I'he new sound i |:1_‘:.|.'r'-e'-::| in
his First sinzle “CGet 10 Ko
You Hetter” a smashinge duet
fes aturing Crrammy Award-win
ning .|r'I|e~1 .-"Lum-.' Sboaee. A
the buzz from the highly antici
pated single released 1o ra
dics o T =||.1'-. Augustd, 200
on the |’|'|l.:-.r'||'-. E ||I|.|I:.|||||'|||.|'|I
label = is ofT the charis!

“While Mying 1o Atlania 1o
record a duet with Yigie Stone,
| wanted to have a concepl
ready and 2o 1 wrote the hook
and the first verse and together
with .'I.I'It'll!' wie [inished *Uier 1o
Enow You Better” w |'|||. h was
prcluce -.|.|'|'. hli ke City,” stated
an ecstatic Wilzon

"Basically, this 2ong is about
a guv tha meels a '.||I.I||L lady

that he is really into and she is
also “Teeling’ him. However,
ahe’s been hurt, mentalls

acarned i the sl and afraid
to let down her guard,™

“He pursues her, insures and
reinsures her that he wall does
2 .I|"|||'|L i his posver o make
her |'|.:||'|[!|. Believing in each
ciher, they spend e very day to
ge the r, learming what makes

each other tick ﬁle learns whal
makes her happy and she [
nally experiences the love shie"s
alwavs dreamed of " Wilson
|.'|||||.'[I||.|-e'-.|.

Like a beeath of Fresh air, Wil
son sounds unlike any artisl
that is presently o ||||'|h||'|" Ll
charts. His vries have mean
ing: his songs are real songs
seith real instrementation, su
perk |'lr'|||.|u|.'||-.'-|'|_ all the right
hooks and melodies, and a
voice that is hauntingly a hy
brid of Donny Hathaway, MNate
Dooe, and Seal rolled inte one

T‘.s |'l|-e'|'|.'|-e'||-:'q.' Iy Coemiienl
on life experience makes it mo
surprise when he cites 2Pac,
Donny Hathaway, Sam Cooke
and Dxavid Ruffin as Major in
fluences. A8 a precursor 1o his
debut album, the zenszational
singer wants o release a trib
ute album o 2Pac, his menior
and his inspiration as a singer
songwriter and actor. The al
Fswim tentanvely entitled s
drodiy iHg (A Wilsow 15
alated Nor release late 2009

Feflecting on his growing ca
reser, Wilzon confides, ©| |"|-:l|'|-.'
my ginging and music will touch

L]

“Lol. way sitting in the studio and one of our tracks way plaving., He wai really infoe i and started talking to me abont purseing
this av a career. He really enconraged me to just focus on what T wanted to de and to allow pothing o step pee,™ = Omaor Wilson

the deepest part of people’s
souls. [ sing about hife and
what we all go through hiving
it 've slept on people’s (loors
and lived on TV dinners but on
the: flip side ['ve also enpoyed
working at my craft in top =lu-
dios arcund the country. 1 know
is a jourmey and that 1t takes
Focus and dedication. [ Enow
it’s what ['ve been pul on this
earth o do”™
Mo stranger o the struggles

of lle, Wilson like many artisi=
started cut in church and later
transitioned o rap and evenlu-
ally to his own =tyle of blues
ard soul muxed with ap hop.
He s stepdily building large au-
diegnces in the Mortheast. Wil-
son regularly perlorms in show-
cascs around MNew Yaork City
and 1n Connecticut

Whalever 1gnited inside
COimar Wilsen when he was only
slx years o age, 1= stll burning
brightly at twenty-gight. The
powerlul and =piritual impact
his volee hed upon churchpo-
ers in Morwalk, Connecticut’s
Calvary Baptist Chareh in those
days 1= stll warming hearts
geross the nation

The remarkable evalution
from a vocally gifted boy into a
mchly diverse singer-songwriler
and arranger is the blueprint of
his ongoing musical journey.

Wilsom 15 no stranger 1o the
strugale=of life. Starting oul i
church and later transitioning
first Lo rap and eventually 1o his
o slyle ol =oul mixed with hap
hop, he has= steadily continued
1o build audiences throuwghoul
the U5, with regular perlor-
manees 10 shewenses around
Mew York Coty and Connecticul
and opening For the likes of The
Weville Brothers and Boye 11
Men.

Acthres tme winner of Ama-
teur Might at The Apollo in 2007
{Harlem’= world renowned the-
ater that has jumpstaned many
al the nation’s lamous record-
ing artisls and stars), Wilzon
won on three separale oocn-
=lon=, garnering him the ttle of
“Higaest Winner® that entire
SEASO.

He 15 also the recipient of the
2004 Fpees in the Crowd 5 how -
case Award, named Unsigned
Artist of the Month in the Dhe-
cember 2004 i==ue of Street Mos
Magezine and was featured in
Eap Fanatic Magazine along
with 530 Cent who graced the Vol
4, 2005 cover,

Most recently, he also won
the award for Most Dynamic
Ede B Artst of the Year at the Un-
derground MMusic Awards 1n
2006 and 2007 respectively.

Wilzom' s collection o emo-

tionally charged and =oulful
= 1= a wonderful introdocion
o g singer inspired by the cbhs
and Tows of [e and Tamily. His
=ongs mekle o broader spectrom
ol =ocial 1ssues (the nation’s
coonomy, homelessness, educa-
tion, the Madalf ponzn schema)
rither than solely emoting the noe-
mantic lervor commonly found 1
contemporary 4R

He can perhaps credit some of
his artistic sen=ibilities o s
rocd=; his lather emcecd at night-
clubs in the 19705 and was &
member of the band called Soul
Messengers

Ab =ix years ald, the impact of
his powerlull y soullul volce was
evident to his pudience ol Cal-
vary Baphi=t Church in bus homse-
town ol Morwalk, CT. *When 1
zang solo gospel numbers, 1
would see the adults in the au-
dience crying,  Just brought 1o
tears. As a kid, 1 dudn’t under-
=stand what was happening or
how my volce was having this
eflect on peaple.”

Al seventeen, fellowing a
troubled perod in high school
while secking direction and wit-
nessing his peers being Jaled or
worse, Wilson moved Lo
Durham. Morth Carcling, where
encouraged te rap, he jomned a
proup called The Lost Souls
alomg with three ol his cousins

While working with produger
Mike City (Brandy, Usher). the
group released two albums,
Sowl Talk and Life Ts Life dis-
tributed by lchiban Records
Churing this tme, Wilsen the
songwriler and melody-maker
began to Nowrish.  He began
writing hoecks and harmonies
that led him to an entirely dil’-
Ferent style.

Audiences are contimually
“wowed” by the performer, re-af-
firming thie emaotional repetion he
recelved as a child at his church
performances. 1 was gelling a
stronger response [tom my sing-
ing rather than my rap which,
abowt five vears pgo led me o
concentrate on my rhythm and
blues rather than my rhymes. |
love rap becanse it taught me how
te outline any idea for a SOng
which [ wa= able to use as |
stprled to wrile and sing.”™

During a Los Angeles studio
visil, Wilson recalls a pivotal
conversation he shared with
L.L. Conl whose work he
deeply respects. “L.L. was =sit-
timg in the stodio and one of our
trucks was plaving. He was re-
ally imte 1t and =tarted talking
ter me ahout pursuing this as a
career. He really encouraged
me b0 just focws on what |
wanted to do and to allow noth-
ing Lo stop me.”



